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Why Choose
Respiratory Care

"EVERY BREATH MATTERS”™

« Make a difference every day by helping patients
breathe easier and live fuller lives.

 Graduate and start your career in under 2 yeatrs.

« Work with patients of all ages—from newborns to
the elderly.

« Join a high-demand healthcare field with flexible
career paths and specialties.

« Earn up to 7 national credentials plus additional
specialty certifications.




I_Why Choose TCC
Respiratory Care

Learn from experts who love the profession.

o Our faculty bring over 100 years of combined clinical and teaching

experience — from critical care to neonatal specialties.
Built on a legacy of excellence.

o TCC's Respiratory Care Program has maintained a perfect accreditation

record since 1972, a standard few programs can claim.
Proven student success.

o Our graduates consistently achieve credentialing exam pass rates above the

national average, demonstrating both program rigor and faculty dedication.
Nationally Distinguished.

o The TCC Respiratory Care Program is a Distinguished RRT Credentialing
Success Award recipient — a recognition earned by fewer than 20% of
programs nationwide.

Pathways that take you further.

o Through our partnership with Midwestern State University (MSU), students can
pursue a Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Care (BSRC) concurrently while
completing the TCC program.




TCCD Health Sciences
.Program Application
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Questions?

Window Home Page
TR.HealthCareAdvising@tccd.edu

Application Respiratory Care

Click for More Information .,
September 2 - May 31 _‘R

(Fall admission) '



https://tccdforms.tccd.edu/Forms/HealthSciencesProgramApplication
mailto:TR.HealthCareAdvising@tccd.edu
http://tccd.edu/respiratorycare

From Application to Impact

From Application to Impact

Program Seats Available: Up to 30 students admitted each Fall
cohort.
Applicant Pool: Average 40-60 qualified applicants per cycle.
Program Cost: Around $7,777 for Tarrant County residents —
includes tuition, uniforms, books, and fees.
Earning Potential:
o National Median Salary: $80,450
o Dallas-Fort Worth Average: $81,640
Career Growth:
o National: 13% projected increase in demand for respiratory
therapists.
o Texas: Outpaces the national average, with strong expansion
across hospitals, transport, and specialty care.



Competitiveness

Admission is selective and competitive —Up to 30 students selected yearly.
« Applicant ranking is based on three weighted areas:
o Cumulative GPA (past five years)
o Prerequisite Biology grades
o HESI A2 entrance exam score
 The highest-scoring applicants are offered admission; remaining qualified
students may be designated as alternates.
* Faculty and staff do not have access to individual applicant scores — all scoring
and ranking are processed confidentially through the selection system.



Bonus Points

Additional 0.1 points may be awarded to applicants in the following categories:
« Military Veterans: Applicants registered with TCCD as a verified military veteran.
 Dual-Credit Students: Applicants who were previously enrolled in a dual-credit
program while in high school.

 Returning Graduates: Applicants returning to pursue Respiratory Care after
completing an associate’s degree or higher. Official transcripts must show
successful completion with a minimum GPA of 2.5, which aligns with the
eligibility standards for all health science programs.



Selection &
Notification

Meeting the minimum program requirements does not guarantee
admission into the Respiratory Care Program.,

« Applicants selected for admission during the summer will begin the
program in the Fall semester.

« Candidates who are not selected are strongly encouraged to continue
strengthening their application — improving academic performance,
prerequisite grades, and HESI A2 scores — and to reapply in the next
admission cycle.

« Many successful graduates were accepted on their second attempt
after taking time to enhance their readiness and competitiveness.



Selection Notification:

Candidates and Selection into Program

When Will | Be Notified?

It is important to remember that selection is

3-4 Weeks after the application based on how each applicant compares
deadline, the top 40 candidates are with others in the applicant pool for this
invited to a mandatory information
meeting. program.
Selection Into Program Applicants with higher GPA's, HESI A2
scores and Science grades tend to be the
Acceptance Notification of selected most Competitive.

30 applicants are sent within 10

d fter the inf ti ting. : " ifi
ays aiter the Information meeting The selection committee notifies all

candidates by email of their admission
status (accepted, alternate, not accepted
The remaining applicants within the or incomplete). It is the responsibility of the
Top 40 (that attended the applicant to make sure the correct email

information session) are designated _
as alternates. address has been provided.

Alternates




El

igibility

Must have a TCCD ID Number Transcript Evaluation TSI Requirements

1 o

To be eligible to apply for
the Respiratory Care
program, the student must
first be a current TCCD
student. This means that
the student has a TCCD
student ID number and
has already applied and
been accepted to the
college.

» ALL official transcripts from a
college or university other than
TCCD, must be received and
evaluated by TCCD at the time
of Application to the Respiratory
Care Program.

* First, submit your transcripts to
the Transcript Office or your local
Registrars office.

*Log on to Web Advisor, and
under Academic Links, clink on
the “Transcript Evaluation”
request. Once this process has
been complete, you will receive
an email.

* Individuals that have not
applied to the college may
follow this link: http://
www.tccd.edu/Admission/
how-to-apply/ to begin the
process.

* Please keep in mind that this
process can take up to two
months.

W Meet TCCD’s Texas Success
Initiative (TSI) requirements.
For Additional information on
TSI requirements, Please
visit:
https://www.tccd.edu/admissi
on/testing-centers/tsi-
assessment/



http://www.tccd.edu/Admissions/Apply/
https://www.tccd.edu/admission/testing-centers/tsi-assessment/

Eligibility Continued

1

* The courses below, or equivalents,
must have been completed within
5 years from time of application.

*BIOL 2401 (Anatomy/Phys )

*BIOL 2402 (Anatomy/Phys II)

*BIOL 2420 (Microbiology)

If BIOL courses are over 5 years old
and less than 10 years old, you
may take HESI A&P to
demonstrate proficiency.

oPlease note that you must
have a C or higher for
these grades to be
considered.

oPlease note that SCIT
COURSES are not accepted
replacements for the BIOL
courses. We will not allow any
exceptions.

*Please be aware that the
TAC (Texas Administrative
Code) and DFW Hospital
Council Standards require
that all students in health-
related programs complete
certain immunizations.
These MUST be submitted
with your application. They
are currently as follows:

HEPATITIS B
MMR

TDAP
Varicella

Influenza
TB Skin Test

O O 0O 0O OO

Some of these immunizations take
up to 6 months to complete (Hep
B), it is best to get started NOW, or
you won’t be eligible to apply for
the program.

3

House Bill 1508, which took effect in
September 2017, requires that all
students in programs that lead to an
occupational license are made aware
that a criminal conviction could affect
their ability to get that license. The law
also gives individuals the right to
request a criminal history evaluation
letter from the relevant licensing
authority to determine their eligibility
beforehand.

* Annual TB testing and Flu
vaccines are required.



Post-Acceptance
Requirements

Once accepted into the Respiratory Care Program, you must:
« Complete a drug screen (prior to clinical placement).
 Maintain current CPR certification — American Heart Association (AHA) Basic Life Support
(BLS) for Healthcare Providers is required.
« Pass a criminal background check.

« If you have any criminal history, you must email the program director directly to discuss the
process for determining whether you are eligible to apply.

Important: Charges such as felonies, assault, domestic violence, or drug-related offenses

automatically disqualify you from program eligibility under state and clinical affiliation
standards.



Full-Time Program
Commitment

Students must be prepared to commit to a:
* Full-time schedule for five consecutive semesters
(approximately 21 months).
* This is a daytime program — part-time or evening options are
not available at this time.

o Class and lab sessions: Held on weekdays between 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

o Clinical rotations: Scheduled 2-3 days per week
(depending on the semester) and may begin as early as
6:00 a.m.

o Study time: Students should plan for an additional 2-3
hours of study each evening to maintain academic success
and clinical readiness.

* This program requires a full-time professional commitment,
similar to the demands of a healthcare career.




Credentials Earned
After Graduation

« Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT)

* Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT)

 Neonatal/Pediatric Specialist (RRT-NPS)

« Adult Critical Care Specialist (RRT-ACCS)

 Pulmonary Function Technologist (CPFT / RPFT)

« Sleep Disorders Specialist (SDS)

« Certified Asthma Educator (AE-C)

 Advanced Practice Respiratory Therapist (APRT) -
requires graduate degree

Donald L. Holt MA, RRT, CPFT, RCP



Respiratory Care Program — 1st year

Course

Fall — 1st Year

Title

Semester Hours

Comments

RSPT 1101 Intro to Respiratory Care 1 2-3 hours of study
RSPT 1166 Practicum-Respiratory Care Therapy 1 Are required
RSPT 1310 Respiratory Care Procedures | 3 Each Day

RSPT 1240 Advanced Cardiopulmonary A&P 2 2-3 hours of study
RSPT 1113 Respiratory Care Pharmacology 1 2-3 hours of study
HPRS 2200 Essentials of Medical Terminology 2

HPRS 1206 Pharmacology for Health Professions 2

Spring — 1st Year

RSPT 2210 Cardiopulmonary Disease 2 2-3 hours of study
RSPT 1266 Practicum-Respiratory Care Therapy 2 Are required
RSPT 1311 Respiratory Care Procedures Il 3 Per Day

HPRS 2201 Pathophysiology 2 While In Program
ENGL 1301 Composition | 3




Respiratory Care Program 2nd year

Course Title Semester Hours Comments

Summer

RSPT 1267 Practicum-Respiratory Care Therapy 2 2-3 hours of study

RSPT 2139 Advanced Cardiac Life Support 1 Are required

RSPT 2414 Mechanical Ventilation 4 Each Day

Fall — 2nd Year

RSPT 2425 Cardiopulmonary Diagnostics 4 2-3 hours of study

RSPT 2266 Practicum-Respiratory Care Therapy 2 Are required each Day
HPRS 2172 Health Care Communications 1

*PSYCH Psych elective 3

* Humanities/Arts Elective 3 g;ﬁiﬂgﬁ;iﬁg@i‘fﬁz
**optional **MSU BSRC online course 3 Concurrent MSU agreement
Spring-2nd Year

RSPT 1141 Respiratory Home Care and Rehab 1 2-3 hours of study

RSPT 2131 Simulations in Respiratory Care 1 Are required

RSPT 2233 Respiratory Case Management 2 Per Day

RSPT 2147 Specialties in Respiratory Care 1 While In

RSPT 2267 Practicum-Respiratory Care Therapy 2 Program

RSPT 2353 Neonatal and Pediatric Cardio Care 3 Each Day

**optional **MSU BSRC online course** 3 Concurrent MSU agreement




PREREQUISITES IMMUNIZATIONS & SCREENINGS

Required before applying: Must be completed and submitted with your application:
« BIOL 2401 - Anatomy & Physiology | * Hepatitis B (start early — series may takre 6 months)
 BIOL 2402 - Anatomy & Physiology Il « MMR - Tdap - Varicella - Influenza - TB SRin Test

 BIOL 2420 - Microbiology
* BIOL courses should be completed within 5 years
from application deadline.
o |f BIOL A&P courses are 5-10 years old, you must pass
the HESI A&P exam to show proficiency.
o SCIT courses are not accepted substitutes.
Minimum Grade: C or higher | Minimum GPA to Apply: 2.5

AFTER ACCEPTANCE

Drug screen and background checR

Current AHA BLS for Healthcare Providers CPR

Annual TB renewal and seasonal flu required

House Bill 1508 (2017). Criminal convictions may affect clinical eligibility or state licensure. Felony,
assault, domestic violence, and drug charges result in automatic ineligibility.



Connect With Us

\/
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TCC Respiratory care
Facebook

MF | F/W 2020


https://www.facebook.com/groups/tccrespiratorycareprogram/

Questions or Next Steps
We're here to help you every step of the way.

Academic Advising
« For help with course selection, degree planning, or prerequisite questions:
o TR.HealthCareAdvising@tccd.edu | 817-515-1484

Application Support
« For questions about the application process, deadlines, or required
documents:
o TR.HealthSciencesApplication@tccd.edu

Program Information
 For details about program structure, career pathways, or profession insight:
o Program Director Donald.Holt@tccd.edu

Reach out early — the more you know before applying, the stronger your start.

_|

Thank you for your interest in the TCC Respiratory Care Program.
Your journey to saving lives starts here,


mailto:TR.HealthCareAdvising@tccd.edu
mailto:TR.HealthCareAdvising@tccd.edu
mailto:TR.HealthSciencesApplication@tccd.edu
mailto:Donald.Holt@tccd.edu
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