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MESSAGE FROM
CHANCELLOR ELvAa LEBLANC

Graduates, good for you.

Today you join a Trailblazer community that’s shaping the future
of North Texas and beyond. You arrived at Tarrant County College
with ambition. You leave with the capability and
confidence to lead with purpose.

Your story is one of perseverance. Of early mornings
and late nights. Of responsibilities balanced and
obstacles overcome. At times the path was difhicult.
Progress required patience, resilience and a decision to
keep foing. What you have earned may look like simply

a credential, but truly it is momentum.

Along the way, you were not alone. Family, friends,
faculty and staff stood with you — mentors, role
models and a steady source of encouragement. Take a
moment to thank them. Their support made this day possible.

Whether you continue your formal education, enter the workforce
or chart a new course entirely, carry with you the strength and spirit
of all who have gone before.

Bold steps start here. Better futures follow.
Congratulations, Class of 2026!

UN MENSAJE DE LA RECTORA

Queridos graduandos: bien hecho.

Hoy se unen a una comunidad de Trailblazers que estin dando
forma al futuro de North Texas y més alld. Llegaron a Tarrant
County College con ambicién, y se retiran con la capacidad y
conflanza para liderar con propdsito.

La suya es una historia de perseverancia, de madrugadas y trasnochadas,
de responsabilidades equilibradas y obstaculos superados. A veces

el camino fue dificil. El progreso requiri6 paciencia, resiliencia y la
decision de seguir adelante. Lo que han ganado podria parecer una
simple credencial, pero en realidad es un imzpulso.

A lo largo del camino, no estuvieron solos: familiares, amigos,
profesores y miembros del personal estuvieron a su lado como
mentores, modelos a seguir y una fuente constante de animo. Témense
un momento para agradecerles. Su apoyo hizo posible este dia.

Ya sea que contintien con su educacion formal, ingresen a la fuerza
laboral 0 emprendan un nuevo rumbo completamente distinto,
lleven consigo la fuerza y el espiritu de todos aquellos que vinieron
antes de ustedes.

Los actos audaces empiezan ahora. Seguidos por un futuro mejor.
iFelicitaciones, promocién de 2026!

TCC CONNECT AND
TCC SouTH

Faculty Senate ~ David Sutton, PhD, TCC Connect
Representatives  Associate Professor of English

Melinda Pereda, EdD, TCC South

Instructor of Communications
National Anthem  TCC South Chamber Singers
Name Announcers  Deshonta Holmes, PhD, TCC Connect

Vice President for Student Affairs and
Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs

Stephen Jones, PhD, TCC South
Vice President for Academic Affairs

Veronikha Salazar, EdD, TCC South
Vice President for Student Affairs

MESSAGE FROM
TCC's BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Today, we celebrate you!

This moment is a reflection of your determination, your discipline,
and your ability to stay the course. You have navigated challenges,

made tough decisions, and shown the kind of focus that will serve
as a strong foundation for every step ahead.

As Trustees, we remain committed to ensuring Tarrant County
College continues to be forward-looking, responsive, and deeply
connected to the needs of our students and our communities.

We believe in opening doors, creating opportunity, and preparing
students for meaningful, lasting success.

And today, your success is a powerful reflection of that mission in
action. Thank you for allowing TCC to be part of your journey.

Move forward with Trailblazer tenacity. Lead with integrity.
Make your mark.

We are proud of you.

MENSAJE DE LA JUNTA DE
GOBIERNO DE TCC

iHoy celebramos a ustedes!

Este momento es un reflejo de su determinacién, su disciplina y su
capacidad de mantenerse encaminados. Han atravesado desafios,
tomado decisiones dificiles y demostrado el tipo de concentraciéon
que servird como la base s6lida para cada paso que den de ahora
en adelante.

Como miembros de la Junta de Gobierno, seguimos firmes en
nuestro compromiso de asegurar que Tarrant County College siga
mirando hacia el futuro y contintie profundamente vinculado a las
necesidades de nuestros estudiantes y comunidades, y que responda
a las mismas. Creemos en abrir puertas, crear oportunidades y
preparar a los estudiantes para el éxito significativo y duradero.

Y en este dia, su éxito es un poderoso reflejo de dicha misién
en accion.

Gracias por permitir a TCC ser parte de su trayectoria.

Sigan adelante con la tenacidad de un Trailblazer. Lideren con
integridad. Dejen su huella.

Estamos orgullosos de ustedes.

TCC NORTHWEST AND
TCC TrRINITY RIVER

Faculty Senate ~ Wendi Pierce, TCC Northwest
Representatives  Instructor of English

Katsuhiko Oda, PhD, TCC Trinity River
Associate Professor of Geographic Information
Systems and Cartography

National Anthem  TCC Northwest Chamber Singers

Name Announcers  Thomas Sosa, PhD, T7CC Northwest
Vice President for Academic Affairs

James Edwards, EdD, TCC Northwest
Vice President for Student Affairs

Beverly Clark III, PhD, TCC T¥inity River
Vice President for Academic Affairs

Jason Abreu, EdD, TCC Trinity River
Vice President for Student Affairs



COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

Processional  “Pomp and Circumstance,
Op. 39, No. I” by Edward Elgar

(audience will remain seated)

Presiding TCC Faculty Senate Representatives

and TCC Presidents
Presentation of Colors  Arlington ISD
Air Force Junior ROTC
National Anthem  “The Star-Spangled Banner”
by Francis Scott Key

Welcome Jeannie Deakyne

T'CC Board of Trustees President

Remarks Elva LeBlanc, PhD
TCC Chancellor

Recognition of Graduates TCC Faculty Senate Representative
Closing Remarks TCC Presidents

Recessional ~ “The Washington Post March”
by John Philip Sousa

(audience will remain seated)

TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP

Elva LeBlanc, PhD  Chancellor
Zarina Blankenbaker, PhD TCC Northwest President

Andy Bowne, EdD
Kirsten Jakowitsch, EdD
Dan Lufkin, EdD

TCC Southeast President
TCC Northeast Interim President
TCC South President

S. Sean Madison, EAD  T'CC Trinity River President
Kelly Willing, MS  TCC Connect Interim President

Tara Firmin, PhD  Lead, Strategic Support,
Office of the Vice Chancellor & Provost

TCC NORTHEAST AND
TCC SOUTHEAST

Faculty Senate  Lisa Self, T7CC Northeast
Representatives  Assistant Professor of Education
and Child Development

Angel Hidalgo, PhD, TCC Southeast
Associate Professor of Spanish

National Anthem  TCC Northeast Chamber Singers
Name Announcers  Sonya Brown, EdD, TCC Northeast
Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs

James Kumm, EdD, TCC Northeast
Vice President for Student Affairs

Josh Stewart, EdD, TCC Southeast
Vice President for Student Affairs and
Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs

For a listing of 2025-26 TCC graduates and candidates for
graduation, visit tccd.college/2026grads.

Para ver un listado de los graduados y candidatos a la graduacién de
TCC para el periodo 2025-26, visite tccd.college/2026grads.

TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Teresa M. Ayala  District 1

Shannon Wood  District 2

Jeannie Deakyne District 3

Laura Forkner Pritchett  District 4
Leonard Hornsby — District 5
Gwendolyn Morrison, PhD  District 6
Veronica Chavez Law  District 7

SIGNIFICANCE OF
COMMENCEMENT REGALIA

Special honors and achievements are represented by cords,
stoles and tassels.

Gold cords indicate Highest Honors, Honors, Graduation with
Distinction, and all National Honor Society memberships.

Red, white and blue cords indicate military service.
Gold stoles indicate membership in Phi Theta Kappa.
White tassels identify Early College High School graduates.

IMPORTANCIA DE LA VESTIMENTA
TRADICIONAL PARA LA
CEREMONIA DE GRADUACION

Los honores y logros especiales estdn representados por cordones,
estolas y borlas.

Los cordones dorados indican los honores mds altos, honores y
graduacion con distincidn, asi como la membresia en la Sociedad
Nacional de Honor (National Honor Society, NHS).

Los cordones rojos, blancos y azules indican el servicio militar.
Las estolas doradas indican la membresia en Phi Theta Kappa.

Las borlas blancas identifican a los graduandos de la Escuela
Secundaria Preuniversitaria.

SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE MACE

Dating from the Middle Ages,

the mace is a ceremonial staff
traditionally displayed as a symbol
of individual or institutional
authority and prestige. The Tarrant
County College mace represents the
power of higher education to shape
lives and improve society.

IMPORTANCIA DEL CETRO

Originario de la Edad Media, el cetro es una vara ceremonial que
tradicionalmente se exhibe como simbolo de autoridad y prestigio
individual o institucional. El cetro de Tarrant County College
representa el poder de la educacién superior para dar forma a las
vidas y mejorar la sociedad.


https://www.tccd.edu/academics/graduation/commencement-program/
https://www.tccd.edu/academics/graduation/commencement-program/

SPECIAL INVITATION FROM THE
TCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Congratulations, Trailblazers!

Today marks more than a milestone. It’s the beginning of a lifelong
connection to a powerful community. As a Tarrant County
College graduate, you join a network more than 100,000 strong

— Trailblazers building careers, strengthening communities and
supporting one another across North Texas and around the globe.

Wherever your journey takes you, this network is here, offering
connection, inspiration and opportunity.

Stay connected. Stay empowered. Update your contact information
and get ready for the launch of TCC’s online Alumni Association
this fall. You'll have access to career resources, continued learning
and the chance to build relationships with fellow graduates.

To update your contact information and learn more, visit
foundation.tccd.edu/alumni.

Once a Trailblazer, always a Trailblazer.

“Your education is a dress rehearsal for

a life that is yours to lead.”
— Nora Ephron

INVITACION ESPECIAL DE LA
ASOCIACION DE ExaALuMNOS DE TCC

iFelicitaciones, Trailblazers!

Lo que han logrado en este dia es mucho mdas que un hito: es el
inicio de un vinculo de por vida con una poderosa comunidad.
Como graduados de Tarrant County College, se unen a una red
de mas de 100,000 miembros: Trailblazers que construyen
carreras, fortalecen comunidades y se apoyan unos a otros en
todo North Texas y alrededor del mundo.

Dondequiera que su camino los lleve, esta red estara presente
ofreciendo vinculos, inspiracién y oportunidades.

Manténganse conectados. Manténganse empoderados. Actualicen
su informacién de contacto y prepérense para el lanzamiento

de la Asociacién de Exalumnos en linea de TCC este otofo.
Tendrédn acceso a recursos profesionales, aprendizaje continuo

y la oportunidad de construir relaciones con otros graduados.

Para actualizar su informacién de contacto y obtener mds
informacioén, visiten foundation.tccd.edu/alumni.

Trailblazer por un dia, Trailblazer por siempre.

"Tu educacion es un ensayo general para
una vida cuyo liderazgo te pertenece”

— Nora Ephron

Tarrant
County
College

An Equal Opportunity/Equal Access Institution
76362.0526.PQ
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